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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
6:30pm Heal-

ing 

3 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

4 5 
11:00am Choir Rehearsal 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon 

6 
9:15am Adult Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy Eucharist, 

Sunday School 

12:30pm Buildings & 

Grounds Committee 

7 
 

8:00pm 

AA/

AlAnon 

8 9 
6:30pm Heal-

ing 

7:00pm Adult 

Bible Study 

10 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

11 12 
10:00amð3:00pm Vestry 

Workday at Cathedral 

11:00am Choir Rehearsal 

1:00pm NAUW 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon 

13 Youth Sunday 
9:15am Adult Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy Eucharist, 

Sunday School, Vestry 

Commissioning 

12:30pm Finance Cmt. 

4pm Feast of Absa-

lom Jones at the Ca-

thedral of St. Philip 

14 
8:00pm 

AA/

AlAnon 

15 16 
6:30pm Heal-

ing 

7:00pm Adult 

Bible Study 

17 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

18 19 
11:00am Choir Rehearsal 

 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon 

20 
9:15am Adult Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy Eucharist, 

Sunday School 

12:30pm Vestry 

21 
8:00pm 

AA/

AlAnon 

22 23 
6:30pm Heal-

ing 

7:00pm Adult 

Bible Study 

24 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

25 26 
11:00am Choir Rehearsal 

 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon 

27 
9:15am Adult Christian 

Education 

10:30am Holy Eucharist, 

Sunday School 

Black History Pro-

gram today 

28 
8:00pm 

AA/

AlAnon 
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Fr. Okunsanya is on Sabbatical from Jan. 3ðApril 10, 

2011.  

We welcome the Rev. Dr. Dwight E. Ogier, Fr. ñOò, during 

this time.  
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Top 10 Predictions for 2011  

1. The Bible will still have all the answers.  

2. Prayer will still be the most powerful thing on Earth..  

3. The Holy Spirit will still move.  

4. God will still honor the praises of His people.  

5. There will still be God-anointed preaching.  

6. There will still be singing of praise to God.  

7. God will still pour out blessings upon His people.  

8. There will still be room at the Cross.  

9. Jesus will still love you.  

10. Jesus will still save the lost when they come to Him.    

Kindness is the language the blind can see and the deaf can hear. 

On Saturday, January 15th, the choir 

arrived for choir rehearsal. The drive-

way and sidewalk leading to the church 

were covered with ice.  The members of 

the choir sprang into action.  Like the 

city of Atlanta, we did not have sophis-

ticated snow and ice removal equip-

ment, but we did not let that stop 

us.  We tried singing to it, but even our singing would not melt the ice!!  With 

shovels, rakes, brooms and a hoe, with buckets 

of hot water, we rose to the occasion and man-

aged to remove all of the ice from the sidewalk 

and most from the driveway.  Kimberly Mullins 

came and brought the sand which was spread on 

the sidewalk and drive way.  Joy Peters was driv-

ing by and saw us.  Although she was in her gear 

for the Falcons game, she stopped, jumped out of her truck, took out 

a shovel and jumped in to help.  With every one's efforts, it only took 

about an hour to clear the driveway and sidewalk.  We had a great 

time as we told stories and sung Sam Cookôs song, "Chain Gang", 

while we worked.  We had a really good time doing this.  People 

who were driving along Cascade Road slowed down to look and 

wave at us.  

 

We are a small church, but our commitment is MIGHTY.  We gave 

of our time and talent and a good time was had by all! 

           Submitted by Wendy Bell 

Adult Christian Education:  Join us 

on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. to 

read and discuss:  PrayerðDoes it 

Make any Difference, by Philip 

Yancey. 
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What to Do When You Feel You Want To Give Up 

 

 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our con-

fession.  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize 

with out weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet 

without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Hebrews 4:14ð16 

Fr. Gordon will be on sabbatical 

from January 3ðApril 10, 2011.  

The Rev. Dr. Dwight E. Ogier, 

ñFr. Oò, will be Rector-in-Charge 

during this time.  For pastoral 

needs, please schedule through 

the Administrative Assistant at 

the office during normal business 

hours, and by calling 404-543-

9935 all other times. 
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ABSALOM JONES STUDENT CENTER AND CHAPEL OUTREACH  

Wednesday (once a month) Suppers and Service with The Rev. Kim Jackson and college students.  If you are 

interested in participating in this outreach opportunity, please call the office for information. 

Have you made your 
2011 pledge yet?   If 
not, please consider 
prayerfully your financial 
support of our parish, and 
our work in the world to 
bring the kingdom of God 
here and now. 

NEWLY ELECTED ECW OFFICERS  

for 2011-2013 

President:  Carole K. Tucker 

Vice President: Evelyn Hardy 

Secretary: Marian Cobb 

Treasurer: Marlene Robertson 

Financial Secretary: Carolyn Sims 

Chaplain: Sylvia Hutchings 

UTO: Sylvia Hutchings and Vereda Taylor 

Diocesan Representative: Ruby Jackson 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE  

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS 

OPPORTUNITY, PLEASE CONTACT 

THE CHURCH OFFICE. THE GROUP 

IS REORGANIZING, AND NEEDS 

YOU! 

VESTRY NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS: Dr. Wyndolyn Bell, Melodie Griffith Poindexter, Kimberly Mullins, James Wright 

2011 Servants:  Ralph Cooper, Sr. Warden, James Adair, Jr. Warden, Dr. Wyndolyn Bell, Clerk, Brooke Da-

vis, Melodie Griffith Poindexter, Janet Jenkins, Kimberly Mullins, Michaelle Richards, Teloca Sistrunk, 

Carole Tucker, Jimi Williams, James Wright 

Retreat/Workday: February 12, 10amð3pm at The Cathedral of St. Philip , Room 381 

Commissioning Service:  February 13, during the Holy Eucharist 

Pray for your vestry leaders. 



 

 

5 

Religion and Poverty: 
What Has Faith Called Us To Do? 

Wednesdays, March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13 
6:30 pmðLight Supper  7:00 pmðSpeaker 

Evening Prayer 
 

Hear from Baptist, Jewish, Islamic, Ashram and Anglican leaders.  What do their members do to 
combat poverty and why? 
 

Be inspired, challenged, open your mind, bring friends, relatives and those who need to hear. 
 

ñThere are people in the world so hungry that God cannot appear to them  
except in the form of bread.ò      Mahatma Gandhi 

ARE YOU A FOLLOWER OF THE CULT OF EASY RELIGION? 
(Although the author is an Orthodox priest, his words apply to all Christians.) 

 

 We all live under the influence of the cult of easy religion. For example, one cannot pick up the ñLifestyleò section of the 

Birmingham News without finding words of encouragement and advice for poised and happy living. Similarly, if one were to visit 

the magazine section at the local supermarket, he would discover that approximately one in every three magazines will tell you 

how to live a happy life. As a priest of 32 years who has counseled many, many people, I know something about heartbreak and 

unrest. And I know too that people desperately need whatever aids they can find that will enable them to live a happy life. Occa-

sionally, some of the publications help.  

 Unfortunately, what people are looking for is not usually found in these papers and magazines. You see, there is some-

thing in their lessons on easy religion that make me tremble and fear. What that something is, is the manner in which God is pic-

turedðand by this, by the way and unfortunately, is how some Christian denominations picture Him. He is pictured as a glorified 

bell-captain. He is always there on the edge of your life. If you beckon, He comes. If you donôt, He wonôt. If you need a lift with 

the baggage of life, He is there to pick it up and carry it for you. If you donôt crook your fingers, He doesnôt heed you.  

 This is a far cry from the God of the Orthodox Church. Our God, to quote Fr. George Florovsky, is the God of the Holy 

Bible and Holy Tradition. He is a God who demands as much from us as we demand from Him. To be sure our God is good, lov-

ing, kind, compassionate, slow to anger, and blessing of those who ñbless Himò. (Prayer of the Ambon). But is our God not one 

who demands our obedience, loyalty, faith and love? Clearly, God tells us it is not enough to merely call upon Him to name it and 

claim it. Instead, we must do His will which is a will of love. ñNot those who say Lord, Lord shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, 

but those who do the will of my Father who is in Heaven.ò (Matthew 7:21) 

 I was amused when a young man recently came up to me after Holy Week to advise me that He didnôt get anything out of 

Pascha. When I asked him if he fasted during Lent, attended church during Holy Week, went to Confession, or do any of the basic 

things that Orthodox Christians are supposed to doðhe said, ñNo.ò And I said, ñWell, there you goéò You see, like many people 

today, he thought he could merely claim the joy of the resurrected Christ and it would be given to him. But it doesnôt work that 

way. Itôs the old adage: ñYou get out of something just what you put into it.ò 

 Just what is the will of our Father who is in Heaven? It is to love (Matthew 25:31-46). But to love in the manner Jesus 

would have us love requires us to have His power and grace work through us. And for His grace to work through us requires that 

we work to cultivate a relationship with Him. The cultivation of a relationship with God requires one to fast, pray, come to Church, 

attend Divine Liturgy, read the Scriptures, follow His will , and to take up our :cross and followò (Mark 8:34). Is this easy? Hardly. 

But endeavors in life that come easily usually donôt pay dividends. And the dividends that all want is a life of peace and happiness. 

 God, dear reader, is the author of peace and happiness. For the fruit of the Holy Spirit are ñlove, joy, peaceéò (Galatians 

5:22). So if you want to really know peace, stop deluding yourself and flee from the cult of easy religion. Instead, recognize that 

Christianity demands a price. The price is commitment to that lifestyle taught to us by our parents and the Church. It is an Ortho-

dox lifestyle that demands belief, proper confession of faith, obedience, living and love. ñBecause narrow is the gate and diffi cult is 

the way which leads to life, there are few who find itò (Matthew 7:14). 

-  The Reverend Fr. Paul Cosotopoulos, Holy Trinity/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Birmingham, AL 
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Rehearsals will be held for one hour  on Sundays after church.   

The program will be held on Sunday, February 27, 2011. 

FEBRUARY 
13th ï Feast of Absalom Jones 
 
MARCH 
8th ï Shrove Supper (Bury Alleluia) 
9th ï Ash Wednesday 
TBA - Passion play at the Civic Center (Choice of the 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th) 
 
APRIL 
17th ï Palm Sunday 
23trd ï Dye eggs and prepare for Easter egg hunt 
24th ï Easter Sunday ï No Sunday school 
 
MAY 
1st ï Easter Presentation immediately following service 
8th ï Motherôs Day (special program with ECW) 
15th ï Work on a Habitat Home? 
22nd ï Last day of Sunday school (Picnic, certificates to take home) 
 
JUNE 
12th ï Pentecost (Churchôs Birthday) 
12th ï Graduation Sunday? 
20th ï Fatherôs Day (special program with Incarnation Men) 
TBA - Plans for 2010-2011 July Teacherôs Lunch 

JOIN US IN 2011! 
Global Builders Trips ï It's our biggest year yet! So far, 25 Global Builder teams are scheduled for trips in 2011 to countries 

including Armenia, El Salvador, Haiti, Nigeria and Peru. Sign up today! 

 

Millard Fuller legacy Build: Webster Parrish in Minden, Louisiana  : October 16-20, 2011, Registration opens in January 

 

Bike Adventure: Washington State to Washington, D.C. Riders needed! New ñvirtual ridersò! June 10-August 14, 2011 

 

Derby City Build: 4 Day Build in Louisville, Kentucky:  March 14 -17, 2011 Volunteers needed!   

 

3rd Annual Covenant Partner Conference: Louisville, Kentucky:  March 18-19, 2011 

 

Disaster Rebuilders ï Fuller Center Disaster Rebuilders is starting with five homes in January with plans to continue build-

ing throughout the year. Ask us how your group can sign up! 
 

http://fullercenter.org/  


