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        Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   16:30pm Supper  

7:00pm ADVENT 

STUDY BEGINS, 

Holy Eucharist & 

Healing after 

study  

2 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

3 
Fr. Gordonõs day off 

4 
11:00am Choir 

Rehearsal  

 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon  

5 
9:15am Adult Christian Edu-

cation  

10:30am Family Holy Eucha-

rist, Youth Sunday School  

12:15pm Buildings & Grounds  

1pm Confirmation/LEM Final 

Class 

6 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

7 
 

8 
6:30pm Supper  

7:00pm ADVENT 

STUDY, Holy 

Eucharist & Heal-

ing after study  

9 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

10 
Fr. Gordonõs day off 

11 
11:00am Choir 

Rehearsal  

 

1:00pm NO 

NAUW meeting  

 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon  

12 
9:15am Adult Christian Edu-

cation  

10:30am Festival of Lessons 

and Carols  

12:15pm Finance  

4pm Confirmation at The 

Cathedral of St. Philip  

13 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

14 15 
6:30pm Holy Eu-

charist & Healing  

7:00pm ADVENT 

STUDY, Holy 

Eucharist & Heal-

ing after study  

16 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

17 
Fr. Gordonõs day off 

18 
11:00am Choir 

Rehearsal  

 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon  

19 
9:15am Adult Christian Edu-

cation  

10:30am Family Holy Eucha-

rist, Youth Sunday School  

12:15pm Childrenõs Christmas 

Program 

1pm Vestry meeting  

20 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

21 22 
 

23 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

24  

Christmas Eve  

10:30pm Musi-
cal Cantata  
11:00pm Fes-
tive Eucharist  

25     MERRY 

CHRISTMAS!  

The Nativity 

of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ  
 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon  

26 
9:15am Adult Christian Edu-

cation  

10:30am Family Holy Eucha-

rist, Youth Sunday School  

27 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

28 29 
 

30 
8:00pm AA/

AlAnon 

31 
Fr. Gordonõs day off 
 
NEW YEARõS EVE 

JANUARY 1, 2011  

 

Happy New 

Year!  

 

8:30pm AA/AlAnon  

Mission Statement: Disciples of God facilitating spiritual growth in our community and the world. 

Vision Statement: The Church of the Incarnation strives to be a diverse parish that is committed to being spiritually uni-

fied disciples of God.  We maintain a commitment to facilitating spiritual growth with programs that edify the body of 

Christ through education, worship and mentoring to our community first and then the world. 

Come and see Jesus.  Come and know Jesus.  Come and serve Jesus. 
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Authentic Thanksgiving for Godôs Continual Gifts to Us 
 

My dear Brothers and Sisters,  

 

Advent is upon us; we are beginning the new Christian year. The Christian seasons help us to remember who we are as 

Christians, i.e., followers of Christ, and how we live fully into that name and how we show ourselves to be disciples of 

Christ. Advent is a season of preparation and expectation for the coming of Christ, the Lord of lords, the King of kings, 

our Lord and Savior, the Emmanuel - ñGod with usò. The word ñadventò comes from a Latin word meaning ñcomingò. 

It is the celebration of our Lordôs nativity and our Lordôs final coming in power and glory. Let us open our ears and 

hearts to hear different voices on the mystery of the Coming of Christ this Advent.  

   "Advent is concerned with that very connection between memory and hope which is so necessary to man. Adventôs in-

tention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional memory within us, namely, the memory of the God who be-

came a child. This is a healing memory; it brings hope. The purpose of the Churchôs year is continually to rehearse her 

great history of memories, to awaken the heartôs memory so that it can discern the star of hope.é  It is the beautiful task 

of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope." Joseph Cardinal 

Ratzinger, Seek That Which Is Above, 1986 

 

In this season of expectation and preparation, to what are we really looking ahead? In this season of expectation and 

preparation we must ask two questions:  

Why do we prepare?    How do we prepare? 

 

I heard a sermon recently that has helped me to focus on these two questions. The preacher presented that there are four 

categories of human beings: 

1. There are those who do not believe, that is, those who do not believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and make no 

pretense of their beliefs. For them, Christmas is purely secular. 

2. There are those who believe but do not practice their belief; that is, those who profess to believe in Jesus Christ, but 

do not participate in the spiritual aspect of that belief. Their life may or may not reflect such belief, and certainly 

will not intentionally. Their Christmas preparations will be secular and material. ñWhat has happened to the old-

fashioned, spiritual Christmas? The cause is our disregard of Advent. The church set aside this four-week pre-

Christmas season as a time of spiritual preparation for Christôs coming. It is a time of quiet anticipation. If Christ is 

going to come again into our hearts, there must be repentance. Without repentance, our hearts will be so full of 

worldly things that there will be óno room in the innô for Christ to be born againéWe have the joy not of celebra-

tion, which is the joy of Christmas, but the joy of anticipation."  John R. Brokhoff, Preaching the Parables.  

3. There are those who believe, but are drawn into minimal interpretations; these people may confuse the secular with 

the spiritual aspect of their faith. For example, during the Advent season, they will participate in preparations, but 

these preparations may be more external than internal, equating the importance of the crèche on the mantle with the 

tree full of decorations, equating the glory of the music and liturgy of the Christmas service with the festive anticipa-

tion of opening presents and sharing the holiday meal with family.                                                                                                                                                                                     

"Take time to be aware that in the very midst of our busy preparations for the celebration of Christôs birth in ancient 

Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in the Bethlehems of our homes and daily lives. Take time, slow down, be still, be awake 

to the Divine Mystery that looks so common and so ordinary yet is wondrously presenté The supreme trick of Old 

Scratch is to have us so busy decorating, preparing food, practicing music and cleaning in preparation for the feast 

of Christmas that we actually miss the coming of Christ. Hurt feelings, anger, impatience, injured egosðthe list of 

clouds that busyness creates to blind us to the birth can be long, but it is familiar to us all." Edward Hays, A Pil-

grimôs Almanac 

            ... continued next page 
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4. There are those who believe and truly prepare; these are the people who recognize that Advent is the time of prepa-

ration for the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and who take the time and space to reflect, meditate, and 

act in ways to increasingly open their hearts to this coming.                                                                                                                                                                   

ñA prison cell, in which one waits, hopes... and is completely dependent on the fact that the door of freedom has to 

be opened from the outside, is not a bad picture of Advent.ò    Dietrich Bonhoeffer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

ñIn the same manner in which we clean and prepare our homes in the anticipation of welcomed guests and family 

members this Christmas season, let us also prepare our hearts in anticipation of the Lord's coming. Christ, our most 

honoured and eagerly anticipated guest, desires to meet with us in a heart prepared for his arrival. So eager is he to 

meet with us that he offers to help us with our spiritual housecleaning, working with us; creating a resting place for 

Himself within our hearts.ò Katherine Walden 

 

The thing the preacher said over and over is that Jesus will come the second time. It could be a year from now, or a mil-

lennium, or tomorrow. We cannot pinpoint the time, since God is the only one who knows that, but we can prepare. This 

is the essence of Advent: the essence of preparing is in our way of giving thanks each day for the gift that came, and the 

gift that is to come; and allowing such thanksgiving to overflow so as to spread to others so that they too may know the 

love of God.  

ñThe greatest gift you will ever receive will never be found under a Christmas tree. It is far too valuable to be stored in 

any other place but in the depths of your heart.ò Anonymous  
 

Giving thanks is using all that God has given us, such gifts as Time, Talent and Treasure, in ways that enhance the lives 

of others in positive ways. Every time we use each gift sacrificially and faithfully in such a way that others know Godôs 

love, is always the right way of thanking God for giving such gifts.  

 

How do we use our gifts of talents?, the preacher asked.     

   "Daily we can make an Advent examination. Are there any feelings of discrimination toward race, sex, or religion? Is 

there a lingering resentment, an unforgiven injury living in our hearts? Do we look down upon others of lesser social 

standing or educational achievement? Are we generous with the gifts that have been given to us, seeing ourselves as 

their stewards and not their owners? Are we reverent of others, their ideas and needs, and of creation? These and other 

questions become Advent lights by which we may search the deep, dark corners of our hearts.ò Edward Hays, A Pil-

grimôs Almanac 

Do we use them to satisfy our own desires on the guise that they are ours, which we earned through hard work and 

sweat? 

Do we use them to deny others what is due to them, i.e., a misuse of power, love and service? 

Do we use them to selfishly control the lives of others to our own benefit? 

Or, do we use them sacrificially, faithfully and intentionally to enhance the lives of others so that they can feel and 

experience the presence of the living God?  This will be the best and most meaningful way to thank God for all of 

Godôs blessings for me and for you. This is the only way to thank God for His perfect gifts. 

 

The same thing is called for in us as a Church: We are challenged as a community of faith to know and accept who we 

are, and to seek what God intends for us, that is, what we are called to do with our gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure. 

Once weôve done that, we are challenged to use our collective gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure to enhance the lives of 

all whom we come across, to such extent that they want to be part of us.  People want to be part of a creative, living, 

loving Spirit. As we prepare during this Advent for the coming Christ, let us challenge ourselves to truly prepare for his 

return.  

 

For Jesus will surely come, and when he does, he will ask me, you and us, the question: How have you used the gifts I 

gave you? 

 

What will be your answer? What will be mine?          

       

Your Friend and Rector, Fr. Gordon+ 
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We recognize some of the many saints among us:  The Episcopal Church of the Incarnation gives thanks and praise for the selfless 

service of the members of the Altar Guild Ministry, and their witness to each of us that the joy of living in Christ is in the sacrifice, 

just as He taught us by His life. 

 

We recognize the newest saints being welcomed into the family of Incarnation through Reception:  James Adair. 

November 7, 2010ðRecognition of our Vacation Bible School volunteers. 

November 14, 2010 

 

Mackenzie Fields 

Malik Poindexter 

David Kelley 

 

May God remember you like Noah, 

Favor you like Moses, 

Honor you like Mary, 

Fight for you like the Israelites, 

Prosper you like Isaac, 

Promote you like Joseph, 

Intervene for you like Esther, 

Protect you like Daniel, 

Use you like Paul, 

Heal you like Naaman, 

Answer you like Elijah, 

Anoint you like David, 

Keep you safe like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

 

This is my prayer for you. 
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What to do when someone tells a lie about you 
 

The proud have forged a lie against me, 

But I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart. 

Their heart is as fat as grease, 

But I delight in Your law. 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 

That I may learn Your statutes. 

The law of Your mouth is better to me 

Than thousands of coins of gold and silver. 

 

Psalm 119:69-72 




